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At the annual meeting December 7, 2007 of the Oklahoma Turning Point Council members 
issued the following resolution in support of a Coordinated School Health Plan. 

 
Oklahoma Turning Point Council Resolution 

December 7, 2007 
Coordinated School Health Plan 

 
Let it be known that: 
 
Whereas, The purpose of Oklahoma Turning Point Council (OTPC) is to collaborate at a community level in 
order to improve the quality of life for all residents of Oklahoma; and 
 
Whereas, Children who are healthy have better school attendance, less behavioral problems, and are better 
able to learn1; and  
 
Whereas, Injury is the leading cause of death and disability for children2; and 
 
Whereas, Unhealthy behaviors that lead to chronic disease and social problems (poor nutrition, sedentary 
lifestyles, tobacco use, unsafe sexual behaviors, drug and alcohol use) are often adopted in childhood and 
adolescence and continue into adulthood3; and 
 
Whereas, Schools are an environment that can promote the adoption of healthy behaviors by children and 
youth; and  
 
Whereas, Communities and parents have an important role to play in partnering with schools to improve the 
health of all Oklahoma children and youth4; and  
 
Whereas, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Division of Adolescent and School Health promotes and 
encourages the use of the Coordinated School Health Plan model utilizing eight components to address health 
promoting behaviors through a healthy and safe school environment including the involvement of parents and 
community members4;  
 
Now therefore be it resolved, that the OTPC strongly encourages the Oklahoma Legislature, Oklahoma State 
Department of Education (OSDE), and Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) to support the initial pilot 
project of this program as well as adopt and financially support the Coordinated School Health Plan as outlined 
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention into all Oklahoma schools. 
              
1 National Center for Health Education  
2 Fahey, Insel & Roth, 2007 
3 Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance, 2005 
4 Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, Division of Adolescent and School Health 

 



Oklahoma Community Partners  
in Public Health Innovation 

 
Oklahoma Turning Point Council 

C/o Office of Community Development, OSDH, 1000 NE 10th St., Oklahoma City, OK  73117 
 
 

At the annual meeting December 7, 2007 of the Oklahoma Turning Point Council members 
issued the following resolution relating to Oklahoma Immigration Law Bill 1804 

 
 

Oklahoma Turning Point Council Proposed Resolution 
December 7, 2007 

Oklahoma’s Immigration Law Bill 1804 
 
 
Let it be known that: 
 
Whereas, The purpose of Oklahoma Turning Point Council (OTPC) is to collaborate at a community level in order 
to improve the quality of life for all residents of Oklahoma; and 
 
Whereas, The immigration system is broken and needs a comprehensive overhaul. Priorities under the new 

system should be family reunification, an expedited path to permanent residency for undocumented workers, 
and a legal, orderly path for immigrants who will come in the future to meet the labor and socioeconomic 
needs of the State; and 

 
Whereas, A State Representative has issued a press release asking that a proposed rule by the  Oklahoma Health 
Care Authority (“OHCA”) to continue to allow prenatal treatment for  undocumented immigrants be rejected. It 
clearly makes exceptions for services relating to the health and safety of all persons; to reject that provision is 
unconscionable. and 
 
Whereas, Undocumented workers in this state should, once an expedited system is operative and available, begin 

the process of seeking legal status in the United States.  Under the current system, this is very difficult 
because only inadequate legal avenues are available to them to attain legalization; and 

 
Whereas, once a reasonable path to permanent residency is available to immigrant  workers, those individuals that 
chose not to pursue legal standing in this country should be prepared for the consequences of their actions 
including, but not limited to,  deportation to the country of origin; and 

 
Whereas, a greater understanding of the economic impact (both positive and negative) of the presence of recent 
immigrants, and the undesirable economic and social consequences of  wholesale deportation, then 
 
Be it resolved, that the OTPC strongly encourages that the resolution be presented to all public and private entities 
and that it serves as a call to action to encourage their involvement in immigration issues at a personal, community, 
and statewide level.  In addition, the OTPC strongly encourages that the resolution be presented to the Oklahoma 
Health Care Authority, the Oklahoma Legislature, county and municipal governments, Governor’s office as well as 
any other health, welfare / social services agency as soon as possible.   
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At the annual meeting December 7, 2007 of the Oklahoma Turning Point Council 
members issued the following resolution in support of Public Awareness and Education 

 
Oklahoma Turning Point Council Proposed Resolution 

December 7, 2007  
Public Awareness and Education 

 
 
Let it be known that: 
 
Whereas, The purpose of Oklahoma Turning Point Council (OTPC) is to collaborate at a 
community level in order to improve the quality of life for all residents of Oklahoma; and 
 
Whereas, Public awareness and education is fundamental to behavior change; and 
 
Whereas, The OTPC endeavors to change behaviors among residents of Oklahoma in order to 
promote health and safety; and 
 
Whereas, obesity is epidemic in Oklahoma; and, 
 
Whereas, raising awareness and educating the public must necessarily take place either where 
residents agree voluntarily to engage in learning, or where public awareness can be offered as 
public service information; and 
 
Whereas, Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department, City and County Governments, Corps of 
Engineers,  and all other entities that manage the public areas where residents congregate 
voluntarily for dining, social or sporting events; then 
 
Be it resolved, that the OTPC strongly encourages the aforementioned agencies and 
organizations to become engaged in community awareness and education by implementing 
signage within parks and recreation areas that instructs and educates residents with practical and 
useful information such as how many calories can be burned when walking, skating, or bike riding 
a given distance within the park. Marking distances with measurements for calculation of calories 
burned, hydration information as it relates to physical health (by water fountains), as well as any 
other pertinent information would encourage residents to live a healthy lifestyle. 
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At the annual meeting December 7, 2007 of the Oklahoma Turning Point Council members 
issued the following resolution relating to Preemptive Statute Relating to Secondhand Smoke 

 
 

Oklahoma Turning Point Council Proposed Resolution 
December 7, 2007 

Preemptive Statute Related to Secondhand Smoke 
 
 
Let it be known that: 
 
Whereas, The purpose of Oklahoma Turning Point Council (OTPC) is to collaborate at a community level in order 
to improve the quality of life for all residents of Oklahoma; and 
 
Whereas, Tobacco use remains the single greatest preventable cause of premature death in Oklahoma, and  
 
Whereas, Secondhand tobacco smoke is a significant risk to the health of non-smokers, and 
 
Whereas, Many cities and towns in all states bordering on Oklahoma have passed local ordinances to further 
protect non-smokers from exposure to secondhand smoke beyond the provisions of their state laws, reflecting the 
will of their local citizens in each case, and 
 
Whereas, Many communities in Oklahoma also would like to have laws restricting exposure to tobacco smoke 
which are more stringent than current state laws, and  
 
Whereas, Oklahoma has a statute prohibiting any municipality from adopting ordinances which restrict exposure to 
secondhand smoke to a greater extent than current state law, and 
 
Whereas, This state law (the so called PREEMPTIVE statute, i.e. state law preempts any local laws) was passed 
by the Oklahoma State legislature at the behest of the tobacco companies, and 
 
Whereas, Only a few other states---and none of Oklahoma’s bordering neighbors---adopted this pre-emptive 
feature promoted by the tobacco industry, and some of those states have since repealed this feature, then 
 
Be it resolved, that the OTPC encourages, supports and shall actively work to advance all efforts to repeal any 
statute which restricts, prohibits or interferes with the desire of any local government to adopt ordinances to further 
prevent exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke beyond the provisions of state law.  Furthermore, OTPC supports 
state laws held at the strictest levels so that individuals are not adversely affected by environmental tobacco 
smoke. 
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At the annual meeting December 7, 2007 of the Oklahoma Turning Point Council 
members issued the following resolution supporting the Community Marketing of 

Turning Point Health Initiatives and Partnerships 
 

Oklahoma Turning Point Council Proposed Resolution 
December 7, 2007 

Community Marketing of Turning Point Health Intiatives and Partnerships 
 

Let it be known that: 
 
Whereas, The purpose of Oklahoma Turning Point Council (OTPC) is to collaborate at a 
community level in order to improve the quality of life for all residents of Oklahoma; and 
 
Whereas, The OTPC strongly endorses community-based systems of services that are 
comprehensive and coordinated to promote health and safety for Oklahoma residents, adults and 
children; and 
 
Whereas, People who work in news media or within State funded communication agencies are 
engaged in communication of community events, goals, and priorities for health and safety; and 
 
Whereas,  Marketing the name of Turning Point and the Turning Point Logo as a recognizable 
community support entity would further the achievement of all of the initiatives of OTPC and its 
community partners; and 
  
Whereas, Opportunities exist to utilize free media coverage for communication of the goals, 
events, and priorities of OTPC; then 
 
Be it resolved, that the OTPC encourages networking with public and private media agencies for 
the purposes of marketing “Turning Point” and its logo in order to create public awareness that 
will support participation by all citizens in the community, of all ages, and in locations such as 
schools, public parks, or public buildings and streets where the name and logo of Turning Point 
can be identified with promotion of health and safety, in collaboration with Turning Point partners 
in the community. 
 
 
 




